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Inside this Edition Sign Up Today 
Wayne County Retirement encourages the 
use of direct deposit to receive your monthly 
pension. It’s Fast, it’s Safe and it’s Reliable. If 
you wish to sign-up please complete the form 
on www.wcers.org and submit it to our office 
If you have questions please contact out     
office at 313-224-2774 with questions 

Directors Report     

            
 If you are listening to the news, you can hear about the financial struggles that are 
affecting cities and towns of all sizes, including Wayne County and most notably the City 
of Detroit. Retirement benefit plans have become a frenzy of focus with the media and 
many have decided that the pension plans caused Detroit’s bankruptcy. Public benefits 
are easy targets for critics, and the legal issues regarding Federal Bankruptcy and the 
State of Michigan constitutional protection will likely be addressed in the US Supreme 
Court. 

 

This is a season of change. The days continue to grow shorter, the fall color tours have 
come to a close, and despite their best efforts, our Tigers fell short of their World Series 
goal. We must look forward, though, with hope and anticipation.  We take this time of 
year to evaluate our shortfalls, celebrate our successes, plan for our growth and em-
brace change. Yes, the brilliant colors of fall have passed, but we know the leaves only 
lie dormant awaiting the emergence of the warming sun of spring. The recent mayoral 
election in Detroit has spoken loudly of the need for change. Often times we continue 
with routine because it is predictable and comfortable. We are reminded, though, that 
growth requires change. In John F. Kennedy’s address to the United Nations in 1961 in 
a quest for peace, he recognized there was no perfect solution. He did stress the need 
to seize the opportunity to affect change in the right direction. He acknowledged: “ . . . 
conformity is the jailer of freedom and enemy of growth.” As we move into the New Year, 
the WCERS will continue to employ new ideas and innovative solutions to combat the 
economic challenges we face. 

         Continued on page 6 
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Check Dates 
The following are the dates of your               
retirement checks for the 2013 year: 

January Check                          01/02/2014 

February Check                        01/31/2014 

March Check                            02/28/2014 

April Check                               04/01/2014 

May Check                               05/01/2014 

June Check                              05/30/2014 

July Check                               07/01/2014 

August Check                          08/01/2014 

September Check                    08/29/2014 

October Check                         09/30/2014 

November Check                     10/31/2014 

December Check                     12/01/2014 

Office Closure  
The Wayne County Retirement Office will 
be closed on the following days:  

 

Life Changes 
It is very important that you notify our office of any life changes. These changes  include:  

• Marriage 

• Divorce 

• Death (including spouse) 

• Change of Address 

• Legal Issues regarding Power of Attorney, Guardianship, Conservatorship, and Letters of 
Authority.  

Any one of the above mentioned items may have an impact on benefits or pension amount. 

All notifications can be sent to our office in  writing along with proper documentation. 

December 24—Holiday Closure 

December 25—Holiday Closure 

December 26—Holiday Closure 

December 27—Holiday Closure 

December 30—Holiday Closure 

December 31—Holiday Closure 

January 1—Holiday Closure 

December 2—Concession Day 

January 6—Concession Day 

January 20—Holiday Closure 

February 3—Concession Day 

February 17—Concession Day 

Health, Dental, Optical, and Life Insurance 
Health, dental, optical and life insurance questions should be directed to Wayne County  
Benefits Administration department at:  

313-224-2004 (local) 

877-220-7721 (toll free) 
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Wayne County Retiree Sub-Chapter 38 
Wayne County Retiree Sub-Chapter 38, AFSCME is continuing to take those steps necessary to en-
sure your hard earned pensions continue to be paid and are protected into the future.  We continue 
to monitor the situation at the City of Detroit and exchange ideas with this Retirement System. We 
are proud of our accomplishments to date and ask that you join us in continuing that mission. 

 

We invite all  Wayne County retirees to join in our continuing efforts to protect your pension and 
benefits.  Sub-Chapter 38 is the only retiree organization affiliated with a state or national organiza-
tion that represents all Wayne County retirees at all levels of government.  Membership in Sub-
Chapter 38 does not require prior membership of an AFSCME bargaining unit.  Membership dues 
are only $2.50 per month that may be deducted from pension payments or paid annually directly to 
the Sub-Chapter. 

 

Please gather with many of your fellow retirees at our monthly membership meetings held on the 
second Tuesday of each month starting at 1:00 PM at UAW Local 182, 35603 Plymouth Road, 
Livonia, MI 48150. A light lunch is provided. Information concerning retiree matters in the Wayne 
County, state and national arenas are fully discussed and questions answered, in addition to the op-
portunity to socialize.  For further information, contact: 

Henry Lykes 

600 West Lafayette Blvd. 

Detroit, Michigan 48226 

(313) 964-1711 

hlykes@miafscme.org 

Wayne County Employees’ Retirees Club 
The officers and the members of the Wayne County Employees Retirees Club invite Wayne County  
Retirees, who are not yet members, to join them. Meetings are held the third Thursday of the month, 
at 1:30 P.M., in the Kay Beard Building (Eloise), Westland, MI., during the months of January,            
February, March, April, May, September, October, and December. The June and November                   
meetings are luncheons held at a restaurant and there are no meetings held in July or August.  The 
Club is dedicated to improving and protecting benefits for Retirees of Wayne County.  If you no 
longer live in the Wayne County area or cannot attend meetings, the  periodic newsletters will keep 
you informed. 

For information regarding membership, send your name and address to: 
Ronald Yee, Treasurer 

Wayne County Employees’ Retirees Club 
26067 Joy Road 

Dearborn, MI  48177 
(313) 318-6707 
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WCGH 29th Holiday Reunion 
The 28th annual holiday reunion was held at the Café Marquette in the William D. Ford Technical 
Center in Westland last year on Tuesday, December 11th. The event was changed to a luncheon at 
the request of a few retirees, but we had a small turnout of only 20 people. We plan to have a 29th 
annual reunion in 2013 on December 10th at the new Habachi Grill Supreme Buffet at 6539 North 
Wayne Road in Westland from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. It is the same location as the Old Country Buffet 
where the first reunion was held. This restaurant has a large choice of food selections and a private 
dining room. Dinner prices are $9.99 for adults. They have senior a discount. Contact Kay Shafi at 
734-427-3437 or e-mail chknlit@wideopenwest.com, Dennis Abraham at 734-721-2917 or e-mail 
fightingirish316@global.net or Pat Ibbotson at 734-331-9291 or e-mail pibbotso@aol.com. If you 
have questions or need information. 

Eloise Books and Note Cards 
Two books (Eloise and Detroit’s Hospitals, Healers And Helpers) containing photos of Eloise, both 
published by Arcadia, and both by Patricia Ibbotson are available in local bookstores, on-line at  
www.amazon.com  and www.bn.com . The first book Eloise:  Poorhouse, Farm, Asylum and              
Hospital 1839-1984 is also being sold by Jo Johnson as a fundraiser for Friends of Eloise. The cost 
is $22. It is available in the gift shop at the Westland Historic Village Park on Wayne Road in                 
Westland or by calling Jo Johnson at 734-522-3918. The Eloise book is now in a 12th printing. The 
hospital book is in a 3rd printing.   

Messenger Articles 
If you have any information you would like to include in “The Messenger”, it must be submitted in 
writing and received in our office. 

Friends of Eloise 
Friends of Eloise  has a Facebook  page. There are four other Eloise Facebook  pages so make 
sure you find the Friends of Eloise  page. Many photos and news articles concerning the history of 
the Eloise complex and even some of our holiday reunion are on the page. Feel free leave                      
messages. 

Over 4,100 of the 7,100 patients buried in the Eloise Cemetery are now on-line at 
www.findagrave.com.  The burial records cover the years 1897-1948 with a gap for the years 1925-
1935. We are still looking for the missing records! Any information on them would be appreciated. 

Happy Holidays from the Staff at WCERS 

 

Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday season 
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Email Authorization Form  

  

I _____________________________________________________, authorize Wayne County          
Employees Retirement System to send my monthly direct deposit statement to me via this email       
address 

_________________________________________@___________________________________. 

I understand that I will not receive a statement through the US mail.  I can cancel this request any-
time 

Retirement Number: ______________________ 

Going Green 
With so many retirees choosing to have their direct deposit statements sent to them through email, it 
has really generated a significant cost savings. We have 2,400 retirees who currently have their 
statements emailed to them which is saving the Retirement System $1080.00 per 
month in postage alone, not to mention paper, envelopes, and labor.  

If you have direct deposit and a statement is mailed to your home please consider              
having the information emailed directly to you. Just complete the form below and return 
it to our office. 

Birthday and Anniversary Announcements  

 

Happy Birthday!! 

Onedia Adkins 

75 years old 

Sept. 12, 2013 

WCGH & Risk Management 

Charles and Eugenia Kent 

58th Anniversary 

Charles retired from Roads 

Patrick and Joann Murphy 

43rd Anniversary 

November 14, 2013 

Roads 

Happy Birthday!! 

Patrick Murphy 

73 years old 

December 23, 2013 

Roads 
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 Directors Report     

 The recent investment performance continues strong and is encouraging. For the year ending    
September 30, 2013, the investment return gross of fees was 15.01%, the two and three year        
returns were 15.87% and 9.80% respectively. This is good news for the fund but remember the          
pension system can be likened to a marathon, not a sprint.  The County pensions are currently 
funded at 46%, and we continue concerted efforts to grow the assets for future pension payments. 

 

Just as a reminder the Retirement Commission does not negotiate or grant benefits; the Retirement 
Commission is responsible for the administration  of benefits. 
 

History of Pensions 
 

There is education in our rich history. The United States is the greatest nation in the world because 
of its willingness to recognize the strengths of the past and initiate change for the future. Public          
pension benefits were first granted in the U.S. Revolutionary War. In fact, George Washington had 
to personally intervene to prevent a mutiny of Continental troops over promised pension payments. It 
started to be common in the late nineteenth century for states and local governments to offer           
pensions for public workers and became more widespread after World War I. 
 

The Wayne County Employees' Retirement System (WCERS) is a public employee retirement        
system that was established by the County of Wayne on December 1, 1944. WCERS is                 
administered by the Retirement Commission ("Board of Trustees") to provide retirement, disability, 
death, and survivor benefits for its employees' under the authority of the Home Rule Charter for the 
County and Section 12a of Act No. 156 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1851 (MCL 46.12a, MSA 
5.333(1)), as amended. 
 

There are currently more the 2,500 public retirement systems in the U.S. today with over $3 trillion in 
assets, covering more than 18 million workers at the federal, state and local level. This is about 12% 
of the nation’s workforce. Each year 8 million retirees receive $200 billion in pension benefits, for 
many of these retirees their pension is the backbone of their income, providing them with the ability 
to purchase day to day necessities, but this money also drives economic activity for the States and 
local communities in which they live.  “Retiree expenditures stemming from state and local pension 
plan benefits supported 71,894 jobs in the state. The total income to state residents supported by 
pension expenditures is $3.0 billion. To put these employment impacts in perspective, in 2009  
Michigan’s unemployment rate was 13.3%. The fact that DB pension expenditures supported 71,894 
jobs is significant, as it represents 1.5 percentage points in Michigan’s labor 
force.” (www.nirsonline.org, National Institute on Retirement Security) 
 

Police Officers Association of Michigan (POAM) Arbitration 
 

POAM recently completed binding arbitration, which involved pension changes. Currently, the    
VanOverbeke, Michaud & Timmony, P.C., law firm and our actuary are reviewing the award so the 
Retirement Commission can take the appropriate action with regard to any pension changes. An   
update will be provided in a future newsletter. 
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Directors Report     

 

Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental Health Authority 

 

On a positive note, WCERS submitted a response to be the retirement administrator for the newly 
created Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental Health Authority and earned the award over six 
other respondents, including Municipal Employees Retirement System of Michigan (MERS). 
WCERS has always been very proud of the Defined Contribution plan we administer, and believe it 
is one of the best run municipal DC plans in the country. We believe this award reinforces our belief, 
and emphasizes the importance of a transparent process. 

 

Inflation Equity Fund  

 

The Retirement Commission voted to authorize one million dollars for this year’s distribution. The 
unit value is $2.12, about the same as last year. This amount was included in the November 1, 2013 
payroll. 

 

Office Closings 

The WCERS office will be closed the first Monday of each month again for the 2013-14 budget year. 
Should that Monday fall on a holiday, the furlough day would be observed the Tuesday after the holi-
day. 

Last but certainly not least, I would like to acknowledge and congratulate the former director of the 
Retirement System, Alfred Bricker, and his wife Lillian Bricker on 66 years of marriage.  I hope each 
year is better than the last.  Congrats! 

Take some time to enjoy your family and friends. Although a time for change, there is always com-
fort found in the traditions we have honored over the years. Have a safe and happy Holiday Season. 

 

 

 

Robert J. Grden 

Executive Director 

“Whatever the mind of man can conceive and believe, it can achieve.” –Napoleon Hill 
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New Retirees   

(Continued on page 9) 

First Name Last Name Department Date of Retirement 
Carr Alexander WCS 8/1/2013 
Frances Baker WCS 5/1/2013 
Douglas Barr DPS   9/1/2013 
Wendy Baxter Cir. Ct. 8/1/2013 
Workalem Befant HHS 6/1/2013 
Ellis Ben-Joseph Co. Clk. 8/1/2013 
Janice Bentley HHS 8/1/2013 
Sherry Bittles DOT 5/1/2013 
Helen Briggs DPS 7/1/2013 
Larry Brinson CFS/Sheriff 4/1/2013 
Gregory Brown DPS 7/1/2013 
Paul Brown Reg. Of Deeds 8/1/2013 
Princella Buckhannon HHS 7/1/2013 
Veronica Bueter WCAA 4/1/2013 
Elizabeth Cherry Co. Clk. 6/1/2013 
Frances Coleman DPS 6/1/2013 
Elaine Collins Co.Clk 9/1/2012 
Claude Cooper, II WCS 6/1/2013 
Erma Crawford Co. Clk 4/1/2013 
Walter Crawford WCAA POAM 8/1/2013 
Judith Danish HHS 4/1/2013 
Jimmie Davis Deferred 4/1/2013 
Denise Davis CIR. CT.   9/1/2013 
Debra Dettore P/HR   8/1/2013 
Betty Edwards Deferred 8/1/2013 
Peggy English HHS 8/1/2013 
Louis Fears WCS   9/1/2013 
William Ficek WCS 5/1/2013 
Karen Fort-Hood CIR CT   9/1/2013 
Fay Gaskill M&B   10/1/2013 
Seimon Gordon M&B   10/1/2013 
Carolyn Gray HHS 8/1/2013 
Clifford Hairston DPS   9/1/2013 
Karen Harvey Co. Clk. 6/1/2013 
Gregory Hattaway WCS 6/1/2013 
Denise Hearn M&B 2/1/2013 
Jack Heidenreich EDGE 7/1/2013 
Dorothy Hetu HHS 5/1/2013 
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First Name Last Name Department Date of Retirement 

Paul Holloway, Jr. HHS 8/1/2013 

Albert Holmes, Jr. DPS 5/1/2013 

Marc Hulet HHS 7/1/2013 

Clifford Johnston DPS 8/1/2013 

Mary Malaniak WCAA 6/1/2013 

Mildred McCray Co. Clk.    09/01/13   

Carolyn McCray-Wilson Co.Clk 5/1/2013 

Cecelia Mobley HHS 7/1/2013 

Ervina Noble CFS 8/1/2013 

Mark Norgren DPS 7/1/2013 

Thomas Novak DPS 8/1/2013 

Rosetta Person Co. Clk. 6/1/2013 

Barbara Pettway M&B   10/1/2013 

Caroal Philpot HHS   10/1/2013 

Elaine Rhodes CO CLK.   8/1/2013 

Glen Ridgway M&B   10/1/2013 

Fannie Rivers WCS 5/1/2013 

Regina Robinson DPS 7/1/2013 

Patricia Rucker HHS 7/1/2013 

Claire Rutland-Parnell WCS 5/1/2013 

Matthew Schenk CEO   8/1/2013 

Ronald Shotwell DPS 8/1/2013 

Alice Smith HHS 8/1/2013 

Charles Smith DPS   9/1/2013 

Francis Steele WCAA 4/1/2013 

Jeanne Stempien Cir. Ct.   10/1/2013 

Margaret Tatum HHS 7/1/2013 

Octavia VanPelt HHS    9/1/2013   

Robert Walker WCS 8/1/2013 

Katrina Washington M&B   10/1/2013 

Kevin Wegrecki DPS 7/1/2013 

Michael Williams WCAA  4/1/2013 

Virginia Witherspoon Pros. Atty. 7/1/2013 

Gregory Woodington WCS   9/1/2013 

New Retirees (continued from page 8) 
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First Name Last Name Department Date of Death 
Geraldine Aiello Juvenile Court 4/8/2013 
John Allie W.C.R.C.   7/17/2013 
Aline Amundson W.C.G.H. 5/23/2013 
Elizabeth Banachowski Probate Court 3/7/2013 
Robert Bardon Airport Authority   1/12/2013 
Robert Bates W.C. Sheriff   9/11/2013 
Marshall Bean D.P.S.   7/31/2013 
Richard Belue W.C.R.C. 5/19/2013 
Marcia Benson Probate Court 4/6/2013 
Cody Black Juvenile Court   8/13/2013 
Richard Blanding H.H.S.   8/8/2013 
Donald Bock D.P.S. 3/24/2013 
Annie Bond W.C.G.H. 3/8/2013 
Bridget Brennan Circuit Court   8/8/2013 
Karen Buffington Human Resources 4/3/2013 
Robert Burch County Clerk   8/14/2013 
Alfred Calhoun Juvenile   8/17/2013 
Doris Carney Drain Commission 6/6/2013 
Michael Ceaser Retirement Dept. 5/5/2013 
Delores Celeski W.C.G.H. 4/27/2013 
Dorothy Cihak W.C.R.C. Airport 2/15/2013 
Byron Cobb Social Welfare 5/24/2013 
Willie Coleman Prosecutor’s Office 5/14/2013 
Verna Crump W.C.H.D. 4/19/2013 
Alvin Currie D.P.S. 6/5/2013 
Allen Davis, Jr W.C.R.C.   7/31/2013 
Cedric Dawson W.C.R.C. 5/16/2013 
F. Day M&B 5/9/2013 
JoAnn Demick D.P.S. 7/1/2013 
Fernan Duhadway W.C.R.C. Airport   9/8/2013 
Oneitha Edwards Prosecutor’s Office 3/14/2013 
Mildred Edwards W.C.G.H. 4/1/2013 
Sarah Ellison Human Resources 5/23/2013 
Patricia Espree W.C. Sheriff   5/19/2013 
Rollin Fells H.C.S.   7/20/2013 
Loretta Ferrier W.C.R.C.   7/26/2013 
Mary Fisher D.P.W. 6/4/2013 
Jean French W.C.G.H. 5/15/2013 
Joseph Galloro D.P.S. 5/17/2013 

Obituaries 
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Obituaries (continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 12) 

First Name Last Name Department Date of Death 
Lorine Goebel CDC   6/11/2013 
Gloria Gordon W.C.H.D.   9/13/2013 
Gertrude Gould W.C. R.C. 4/15/2013 
Kenneth Grahl W.C.R.C.   8/17/2013 
David Green Airport Authority 3/24/2013 
Joseph Green W.C.G.H. 6/1/2013 
Powell Hall Management &Budget 4/5/2013 
Leonor Harris W.C. Sheriff 2/5/2013 
Betty Harris 36th Dist. Court 4/29/2013 
George Hart Board of Commissioners 1/31/2013 
Joan Healy Deferred W.C. Library   9/2/2013 
Hubert Hensley W.C.G.H. 6/29/2013 
Sharon Hurst Airport Authority 2/18/2013 
Jaifus Ingram, Jr Register of Deeds 1/13/2013 
Robert Isbell Recorders Court 5/28/2013 
John Jablonski W.C. Sheriff   9/1/2013 
Dorothy Jackson W.C.G.H. 3/27/2013 
Richard Johnson W.C.R.C.   7/5/2013 
Royden Jones Probate Court 4/12/2013 
Elbert Jones W.C.G.H. 6/17/2013 
Betty Junk W.C.R.C. 6/16/2013 
Sabina Karbowski Juvenile Court   7/26/2013 
Sadie Kilgore F.O.C.   9/5/2013 
Angella Kobane W.C.G.H.   8/10/2013 
Roxandy Kramarich Reg. of Deeds 7/3/2013 
Virginia Kukla W.C. Treasurer   9/9/2013 
Lillian Kuryliw Sheriff’s Dept. 4/30/2013 
Anthony Lajza W.C.G.H.   7/5/2013 
Jarvis Lambert W.C.R.C.   7/31/2013 
Martha Lownie Circuit Court 4/21/2013 
Fatima Makled W.C.R.C. 5/26/2013 
John Malaniak Airport Authority 5/1/2013 
Elizabeth McDonald W.C.G.H. 4/29/2013 
Dolores McKay W.C.H.D. 7/10/2013 
George McKinney W.C. Sheriff   8/6/2013 
Mary McLearen W.C.R.C.   7/21/2013 
Berta Mendelsohn W.C. Sheriff   8/28/2013 
Dale Meyer Sheriff’s Dept. 6/4/2013 
Nell Morse W.C.R.C. 4/9/2013 
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Obituaries (continued from page 12) 

 
 

First Name Last Name Department Date of Death 
George Motoc Treasurer’s Office 3/17/2013 
Gerhard Muller W.C.R.C. 5/30/2013 
Mabel Murata W.C. Library   6/20/2013 
Christine Muttersbach W.C.R.C.   8/19/2013 
Vera Patrick W.C.S. 3/5/2013 
Carol Perrault Friend of Court 4/14/2013 
Edward Platz D.P.S. 2/28/2013 
James Potts Register of Deeds 3/22/2013 
Leonard Remick Treasurer’s Office 4/5/2013 
Clara Reyes F.O.C. 6/9/2013 
Robert Rice D.P.S. 3/16/2013 
David Richards D.P.W. 4/24/2013 
Lenore Richards W.C.G.H. 5/17/2013 
Frances Rosenberg Sheriff’s Dept. 5/3/2013 
Joseph Roza W.C.R.C. 4/21/2013 
Libero Rubis W.C.R.C 6/19/2013 
Mary Ruggiroli Management and Budget 7/27/2013 
Elizabeth Savage W.C.R.C. 5/28/2013 
John Schmidt W.C.H.D. 5/30/2013 
John Sellers Bldg. Dept. 4/14/2013 
Eugene Sersen D.P.S.   8/11/2013 
Forrest Shirley W.C.G.H. 6/4/2013 
Veronica Sikora Management and Budget 5/19/2013 
Richard Simpson Airport Authority 6/3/2013 
John Sloan Prosecutor’s Office 5/9/2013 
Richard Smith D.P.S.   6/28/2013 
James Smith County Clerk   7/30/2013 
Ernest Solomon, Jr Circuit Court   6/6/2013 
Michael Stacey Circuit Court 3/31/2013 
James Taylor Circuit Court   7/20/2013 
Katherine Tock W.C. Auditors 6/24/2013 
Carl Ver Burg W.C.G.H.   8/12/2013 
Robert Verardi D.P.S. 6/4/2013 
Jane Vinson W.C.G.H.   7/31/2013 
E. Virginia Licht W.C.G.H.   8/24/2013 
Harold Volk D.P.W. 3/23/2013 
Dorothy Wall W.C. Sheriff 3/14/2013 
Mona Wargowsky W.C.R.C. 6/12/2013 
Constance Warren W.C.G.H. 6/4/2013 
Betty Westermann W.C.R.C. 5/6/2013 
Sarah White W.C.G.H. 2/26/2013 
Agnes Wilson Airport Authority 5/12/2013 
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Wayne County Employee’s Retirement System 

28  W.  Adams, Suite 1900 

Detroit, Michigan   48226 

First Class Mail 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Detroit, Michigan 

Permit No. 1024 

Office Directory  

Payroll 

Lost Check (313) 224-2774 

Direct Deposit (313) 224-
2354 

Taxes (313) 224-2354 

Garnishments (313) 224-2821 

 

General Information 

Main (313) 224-5890 

Toll Free (888) 600-6033 

Fax Number (313) 224-1917 

Email: webmaster@wcers.org 

 

Insurance 

Health (313) 224-7721 

Dental (313) 224-7721 

Vision (313) 224-7721 

Life Insurance (313) 224-5572 

 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter (WCERS) 


